MARY STUART.                              173
Murray was informed of Elizabeth's secret purpose with regard to her rival, and he did not hesitate an instant. He went to England with the casket containing the three letters we have cited, divers pieces of verse, and some other documents tending to prove not only that the Queen had been BothwelTs mistress during Darn-ley's lifetime, but that she was privy to the murder of her husband.                         *                                       [|
On the other hand, Lord Herries and the Bishop of Eoss, acting as advocates for the Queen, maintained that the letters were not genuine and that the handwriting was disguised, and in order to verify their claim they called for the testimony of experts, but it was refused; the result being that that important question was left to be discussed by future ages, and to this day no definite decision has ever been reached by students or historians.
After an inquiry lasting five months the Queen of England caused the parties to be informed that as nothing had been disclosed which impugned the honor of accuser or accused, the matter would be allowed to remain in statu quo until some new evidence was brought forward on one side or the other.
The logical result of this extraordinary decision would seem to have been that the Regent should be sent back to Scotland, and Mary Stuart restored to freedom. But on the contrary, she was transferred from Bolton Castle to Carlisle, from which place, as if to crown her grief, the poor Queen could see the blue mountains of Scotland.
Among the commissioners appointed by Elizabeth to investigate Mary's conduct was Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. Whether he was honestly convinced of her innocence, or was influenced by the ambitious schemes